“1921 is an incredibly
comprehensive look at a pivotal
baseball season — for the sport,
for New York, for an America
finally distancing itself from
war, Steve Steinberg and Lyle
Spatz have created a mosaic of
a year in baseball that is both
illuminating and entertaining.”

— Frank Deford

On The House That Ruth Built :
“a fascinating tale of one of
baseball's greatest moments —
the emergence in 1923 of Babe
Ruth and the Yankees.”

— Jonathan Eig

THE YANKEES, THE GIANTS, & THE
BATTLE FOR BASEBALL SUPREMACY IN NEW YORK
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Join authors Lyle Spatz, Steve
Steinberg, and Robert Weintraub

Wednesday, May 25th, 6 to 8pm

Steuben Flagship Store

New York, NY 10065
www.steuben.com

RSVP: 646.497.5753

667 Madison Ave. at 61st Street




Neil
Scherer
The Art Of Dealing In Art

Bv Peter Haas

o iy people, an “ar dealer” is

soimeons who simply buys and

sells ine works. To Meil Scher-
er, however, s much more, “Being an
arl dealer s aboul building relationships.
Peaple come into my gallery, they look
aroand, they stop suddenly in tront of a
painting—and you hear them say, “wow?’
The painting has gotien to them, a connec-
ticn bus heen nide. Thas what 1lke most
about 1his prolession.”

Neil Scherer is the proprietor of Scherer Gal-
leries, on Manhattans East Sude, “Sometimes
people ane intimidated when they come ine
o gllery and are surrounded by oart” he
points o, "Bu Pve had people who boughu
therr first panung feom me, and it moved
them into the art world, s very rewarding
te buld collections with oy clients.

“l once overheard three businessmen dis-
cussing 1heir invesiments al o sporting
evenl al Madison Square Garden,” he re-
calls, "Cine boughs real estate, one bought
stiocks, the third bought art. They were
tatking about what they look at when they
purchase. The hrst two said that they look
at whether the numbers are going up or
down, The third person sad, 1 dont lol-
low which way the numbers are going, 1
just enjoy art. | wake up in the maring,
it's there, and it brings me pleasure,” As lor
el ] Meil adds, T love meeting clients,
having them meet a paintng, and letting
those forces take over [rom there,”

BMeil scherer has heen operating Scherer
Galleries for some 15 years, and 1s now well
known by vollectors, auction houses and art
dealers across the couniry, They are among
the sources lor the art he buys and ne-sells.
or handles on consignment. “Top palleries
or privaie dealers will contact me and say, 'l
just saw something great, 1 think itwill be of
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interest 10 you” Fricnds, friends of frhends,
estates, word of meuth—they're all sources.
Good arl can come lrom anywhere,”

S0 can buyers. Y1 deal with many promi-
nent peeple: doctors, lawvers, business
people whom 1 have zotten to know or
who are referred 10 me,” Meil says. "Quite
often, elicnts will ask, Nedl | what have yon
ot thats new?” [T T havent come up with a
new addition in a lew weeks, | can sense
their disappoinument.”

Meil s alse a frequem source for galleries
that are secking fine ar, often on censign-
ment, “T1l walk along Madizon Avenue and
look in ai some of the hnest gallenes ™ he
says. “Oflen, pamungs [ve obtained are in
the windows, wailing lor the nght buyers.”

As Meils business has grown, it has auract-
ed investors inoan. “They go into it as a
Busimess vemure,” be notes, “bu olten, af-
ter a shorn period of time, they pet involved
with the art itsell. It grabs them!”

It took a while for the art world o grab
Meil, who grew up in Mount Vernon, New
York. When he was a youngster, his Lun-
ily would vacation in Mew England, where
his [ather, an art dealer, bought antiques
“The stufl was old,” Neil recalls, "and [ was
embarrassed by it [ didn't want my idends
o see it! Bul o time, 1 started to apprec-
ate the picees, their value, and the history
hehind their workmanship.”

Alter pradumting [rom the University of
Wisconsin, Meil earned a law degree and
went Lo wark as an aorney for the Carvel

ice cream company. When Carvel was sold,
Wil imended w continue his law career,
but he returned home, borrowed a paint-
ing [rom his [ather, and sold it 1o the firs
gallery b enteredl. “I0 was begimners lock”
he says, “bun 1 discovered the fun of being
entreprencurial, and | cavght the bug of
betng an an dealer”

MNeil subsequently formed Scherer Gal-
leries. In lact, Meil s Scherer Galleries,
You're looking at the entire siafl'” he
says. “That means that 1 work 40, 50,
GO hours @ week. Bul when yow are do
ing semething thar you love and en-

Jay, vou don’t think about the hours, |

can go tll 2 in the moming and not e
tired, becavse o all excited working on
varions projects.”

Meils business has grown, and he now
receives calls from collectons across the
country secking arl for their homes and ol-
fices. "1 leok for works by great artists such
a5 _I;L:-'.|Jt*1' L'.mp;-iﬂ}'_ Albseer Biersiacdn, Milton
Areery, Jaimic Wyeth and Woll Kahn—
works by these arlists are all currenily in
oy imventory—Dbut also Tor pros picees by
lees renowned artists, I halances out, Lven
Lreal arlisls can have mediocre clays, while
:1”15[!-'\. 'n\-'il(,] !L'Iﬂj' Tl I"Il.‘_1 FI;"I.'{'IEI'I-]:I_'J HER !-E',I
noteh can create a 10 parnting. Ui, o put
i in haseball teems, even 220 hiters ho
home runs!”

Baselwll terminology is no accident: HNeil
operates a secomd, thriving business deal-
img with sports art. "I've always been a
sponts fan,” he notes, "1 hold season tick:
els lor Knicks and Yankees pames, amd '

T love meeting clients, having them meet a painting,

and lettin o those forces take over from there”
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Meils sparis-art presentations are carelully
crafted works that comumermorale hiswonc
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piece documents and celebrates
Bower Mariss 1961 chase of Pabe Ruths
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Another work represenis The 1951

plavoll game besween the Mew York Gi
and the Brooklyn Dodgers.
the game would po on oo the World

ries. I was the bottom of the nindh IININg,
the Dodgers were winning, when Bobby
came up e bal against Balph
Branca and bhit the “Shot Heard Round the
World™ that cinched
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A third display remembers the 1936 World
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four Gold Medals. The trbute
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“These worlis are history lessons,” he savs

“However, U'm not dealing in memorabilia
addition,
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